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AMENDED CLAIMS 

[received by the Ihternational Bureau on 17 March 2005 (17.03.05) 
original claims 1 and 4 amended, remaining claims unchanged. 

(lpage)] 

1. A method of manufacture of a soluble, mlcrobiologically active and stable 
acrolein polymer comprising the following steps in sequence: (a) 

5 polymerising acrolein In the presence of base to form a polymer of acrolein: 

(b) dissolving the polymer of acrolein in an alcohol selected from 
monoalcohols and polyds optionally with addition of water to form an 
alcohol solution erf the polymer of acrolein and providing a pH of no more 
than 7; (c) heating the alcohol solution of the polymer of acrolein of pH of no 

10 more than 7 to form react the polymer of acrolein with the alcohol; and (d) 

mbdng base with the polymer of acrolein. 

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein the acrolein comprises a co- 
monomer In an amount of up to 10% by weight of the total monomer 

15 composition. 

3. A method .according to claim 1 wherein the acrolein .polymer is a 
hbmopolymer. . 

20 4. A method according to daim 1 wherein the polymer of acrolein is collected 
from the polyrcierfeatlan reaction as a precipitate, and dissolved In the 
alcohol. 

6. A method according to daim 1 wherein the acrolein polymer Is not subject to 
25 oiddation by heating of the acrolein polymer solid in air at a temperature of 

. at least 60 a C before dissolving in the alcohol. 

6. A method according to daim 1 wherein the acrolein polymer is isolated as a 
solid from the etep of polymerisation in the presence of base and dissolved 

30 in the alcohol without a step of oxidising the isolated solid by heating In air. 

7. A method according to daim 1 wherein the acrolein polymer is dissolved in 
the alcohol by Heating the acrolein polymer in the alcohol to a temperature in 
the range of from 40 to 105°C. 

35 

8. A method according to daim 1 wherein alcohol is a polyalkylene glycol. 
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